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Amendments to the Claims: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim nmnber and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strilcetbrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously present), or (not entered). 

Applicants reserve the right to pursue any cancelled claims at a later date. 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

I. -9. (cancelled) 

10. (cancelled) 

I I . (currently amended) The turbomachine as claimed in claim iQ ^lS. wherein the 
outer guide surface is formed partly by a top side of the platform of the guide blade, the top side: 

facing the guide profile, and 

inclined in the axial direction so that the flow duct narrows in the axial direction. 

12. (currently amended) The turbomachine as claimed in claim 4015, wherein the 
inner guide surface is formed partly by a top side of the platform of the moving blades, the top 
side: 

facing the moving profile, and 

inclined in the axial direction so that the flow duct narrows in the axial direction. 

13. (currently amended) The turbomachine as claimed in claim 4015, 

wherein in the first axial section the outer guide surface is cylindrical and the inner guide 
surface is conically inclined relative to the rotation axis, 

wherein in the second axial section the inner guide sxirface is cylindrical and the outer 
guide surface is conically inclined relative to the rotation axis, and 

wherein the first and second axial sections are arranged altematively in the axial 
direction. 
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14. (cancelled) 

1 5 . (currently amended) The turbomachine as claimed in claim 1 4 , A turbomachine. 
comprising: 

an axiallv displaceable rotor: 

an annnlar duct between an outer guide surface fastened to an external wa ll and an inner 
guide surface arranged on the rotor: 

an annular flow duct narrowing in an axial direction and formed by a working medium 
flowing through the annular duct; 

a guide-blade ring fomicd from a guide blade having a guide profile extending between a 
platform of the guide blade arranged in the annular duct and an end of the guide blade exposed 
into the working medium; 

a moving-blade ring formed from a moving blade having a moving profile extending 
between a platform of the moving blade fastened to the rotor and an end of the moving blade 
exposed mto the workmg medium; 

a first radial gap located in a first axial section formed between the outer guide surface 
and the exposed end of the moving blade: and 

a second radial gap located in a second axial section which is opposite to the first axial 
section fomied between the inner guide surface and the exposed end of the guide blade, 

wherein the first and second radial gaps are parallel to a rotation axis of the rotor and a 
size of the radial gaps is constant over an axial displacement distance of the rotor. 

wherein a guide ring is configured by an axial section of the outer guide surface and is 
parallel to the rotation axis of the rotor, 

wherein the axial section of the outer guide surface is a sum of an axial length of the 
exposed end of the moving blade and the axial displacement distance of the rotor. 

16. (currently amended) The turbomachine as claimed in claim 4015, wherein the 
turbomachine is an axial-flow compressor of a gas turbine. 

17. (cancelled) 
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1 8. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 4^22, wherein the outer 
guide surface is formed partly by a top side of a platform of the guide blade md the top side is 
inclined in the axial direction so that the annular duct narrows in the axial direction. 

19. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 4722, wherein the inner 
guide surface is formed partly by a top side of a platform of the moving blade and the top side is 
inclined in the axial direction so that the annular duct narrows in the axial direction. 

20. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 4722, 

wherein in the first axial section the outer guide surface is cylindrical and the inner guide 
surface is conically inclined relative to the rotation axis, 

wherein in the second axial section the iimer guide surface is cylindrical and the outer 
guide surface is conically inclined relative to the rotation axis, and 

wherein the first and second axial sections are arranged alternatively in the axial 
direction. 

2 1 . (cancelled) 

22. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 21 . A method for im proving 
a flow lose during an axial displacement of a rotor of a turbomachine. comprising: 

arranging an annular duct between an outer guide surface fastened to an external wall and 
an inner guide surface arranged on the rotor: 

providing a first radial gap located in a first axial section formed between the outer guide 
surface and an end of a moving blade fastened to the rotor and exposed into a working medium, 
the first radial gap parallel to a rotation axis of the rotor: 

providing a second radial gap located in a second axial section which is opposite to the 
first axial section formed between the inner guide surface and an end of a guide blade arranged 
in the annular duct and exposed into the working medium, the second radial gap parallel to the 
rotation axis of the rotor: and 

maintaining a constant size of the first and second radial gaps over a distance of the axial 
displacement of the rotor, 
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wherein a guide ring is configured by an axial section of the outer guide surface and is 
parallel to the rotation axis of the rotor. 

wherein the axial section of the outer guide surface is a sum of an axial length of the 
exposed end of the moving blade and the axial displacement distance of the rotor. 

23. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 4^22, wherein the 
turbomachine is an axial-flow compressor of a gas turbine. 
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